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Introduction

The Corte Madera Creek watershed is located in the eastern urbanized corridor
of Marin County, California, and reaches from San Francisco Bay into the
foothills of Mount Tamalpais, in the Coast Range. It is part of the ancestral lands
of the Coast Miwok, who date back several thousand years in Marin County and
live here to this day.

The natural communities of the watershed reflect the variety of local soil types,
drainage patterns, elevations, slope, and orientations to sun and wind. Natural
communities found in the watershed include Northern Coastal Scrub,
Chaparral, Grasslands, Coastal Salt Marsh, Freshwater Marsh, Vernal Marsh
(Seasonal Wetland), Coastal Riparian Forest, Valley Oak Woodland, Oak
Savannah, Coast Live Oak Woodland, and Mixed Evergreen Forest. There is
substantial urban and suburban development within the watershed, so habitats
in the watershed also include suburban gardens, urban parks, and roadsides.

Due to the variety of natural communities and habitats, the watershed is
incredibly biodiverse. Mount Tamalpais is known to support over 750 plant
species. Numerous birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish, and
invertebrates also reside within the watershed.

The purpose of this guide is to introduce readers to common and charismatic
species of the Corte Madera Creek Watershed, with emphasis on those likely to
be encountered in upland and lowland tidal salt marsh wetlands. Along the
lower reach of Corte Madera Creek, wetland habitat supports estuarine fish
species, migratory waterfowl, shorebirds, and two federally listed endangered
species (the salt marsh harvest mouse and the California Ridgway's rail). As with
most San Francisco Bay watersheds, most of the wetland habitat and estuaries
have been filled or altered, making intact tidal salt marsh habitat rare. While
not a replete manual, this guide acts as a starting point to engage, excite, and
inspire readers to continue learning about all the diverse species native to the
watershed and their interconnectedness. Several exotic plants are included
here to inform readers about the impacts of introduced species.

Species profiles were created by Alycia Matz, Betsy Clark, and Sandy Guldman
with photography from various online sources. Guide editing and assembly by
Alycia Matz and Sandy Guldman.
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