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Regular Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 16, 2023 

 
Sandy Guldman called the meeting to order at 7 PM via Zoom. Also present: Betsy 
Clark, Gerhard Epke, Phil Greer, Charles Kennard, Gary Leo, Laura Lovett, Alycia Matz, 
Nick Salcedo, Mike Swezy, Ann Thomas. Guests: San Anselmo councilmember Brian 
Colbert and San Anselmo flood board member Warren Karlenzig 
 
Announcements. Sandy recently attended a National Estuaries Partnership webinar on 
funding opportunities, and continues to seek funding for the lower COM project.  
 
January 19, 2023 Minutes. M/S/P (Charles/Laura) to approve as submitted. 
 
Financial Reports. As of 1/31/2023 total assets and liabilities were approximately 
$150,200. Payment was received from County DPW for design work on the Lower COM 
project. 
 
Bioblitz and Grant Applications. Morgan and Alycia, with Betsy’s help, are preparing 
a grant application for the Marin County Fish and Wildlife Commission small grants. It 
would fund for information about species that might be encountered during the 
bioblitzes. One would probably be held at Piper Park. The other location has not been 
selected. 
 
Conservation 
 
Marin Water Recreation Plan. Sandy and Ann attended a meeting (via Zoom) with Marin 
Water’s Watershed Resources Manager Shaun Horne to provide input to the discussion 
regarding the district’s proposed Watershed Recreational Management Plan. This was 
one of numerous meetings being held one-on-one with specific groups and also open to 
the general public to solicit input. In the meeting, and following up with a comment letter, 
Friends stressed the district’s obligation to have a plan consistent with its own policy 
that water quality protection is the district’s major goal, and this includes prohibition of 
activities inconsistent with maintaining watershed lands in natural condition. Friends 
recommends that Marin Water restore habitat by removing non-system trails and roads. 
 
Larkspur Land Use Projects. There was a discussion of projects currently in the 
planning process in Larkspur. 1) A new library on the former Niven property on Doherty 
Drive. Laura and Sandy will continue to work on this, and Warren offered to help. 2) 
Magnolia Village, an application for redevelopment of commercial property at 1133-
1169 Magnolia Avenue for 20 townhouses plus a commercial space. Sandy is drafting a 
letter of comment on the proposal, regarding concerns about the landscape plans. 3) 
Larkspur Storm Drain Projects. This is a newly funded push to deal with a number of 
storm drains and pump stations. Most of the work will be repairing existing facilities and  
isn’t clear how green infrastructure could be incorporated. 
 



Reports 
 
Corte Madera Creek Flood Risk Management Project. Funding for construction is 
unclear, so construction cannot happen before late Summer 2024 at the earliest. 
 
Saunders Bridge Fish Passage. The town of San Anselmo has asked Caltrans to 
reconsider its decision to retrofit of the bridge as it would cost less to replace the bridge 
than it would to deal with flooding and fish passage issues in a retrofit. 
 
Planting Projects.  

• Ecology Study Area: Charlie and his family pulled about half of the acacia 
seedlings at the ESA. Some other weeds should also be pulled before the 
ground becomes too dry. It was suggested that perhaps a volunteer event on 
Earth Day might get a decent turnout. 

• Entrance to Central Marin Police Station: Laura, under the auspices of Marin 
CNPS, organized a planting project around the monument sign. This area had 
been infested with weeds for years and now is it mostly planted with natives. 
Charlotte Torgovitzky’s Home Ground Habitats provided a crew to dig up most of 
the area when the first group of volunteers found the soil very challenging to dig. 

• Hal Brown Park: An Americorps crew may work on weeding, planting, and 
irrigation repair. The final decision about their participation hasn’t been made.  

 
 
Adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
Notes: Ann Thomas 
 
 


